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Representing the Professional Police Officers of Baltimore County 

 

 

Justice Department Settles Lawsuit Against Baltimore County  
Alleging Disability Discrimination  

 

The Justice Department announced it has filed a complaint in the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland 

against Baltimore County, Md., alleging that the county engaged in unlawful employment practices.  The depart-

ment simultaneously filed a consent decree to resolve these allegations.  In part, the complaint states, the depart-

ment alleges that the county violated the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) by requiring employees to sub-

mit to medical examinations and disability-related inquiries without a proper reason. 

The Justice Department said it launched its investigation in 2007, after Detective William Blake sued the county 

for ordering him to have a brain scan and a fitness check following his testimony, in a co-workerôs employment 

matter, that he had suffered a seizure 10 years earlier. The jury in Blakeôs lawsuit awarded him $225,000 for emo-

tional distress in April 2010. 

 

The complaint identifies 10 County employees (3 FOP members and a former police civilian employee) who were 

allegedly subjected to inappropriate and intrusive medical examinations and/or other disability-based discrimina-

tion.  

According to the complaint, the affected employees ï some of whom had worked for the county for decades ï sub-

mitted to the improper medical exams for fear of discipline or termination if they refused.  The complaint also al-

leges that the county retaliated against an employee who tried to caution against the unlawful medical exams.  

ñThe result of the countyôs discriminatory policies and practices was to force employees, including veteran police 

officers, to submit to invasive and unjustified medical examinations and inquiries,ò said Thomas E. Perez, Assis-

tant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Division.  ñThe ADA does not tolerate this type of conduct and neither 

does the Justice Department.ò 

 

Some items in the consent decree, which must be approved by the court, requires the county to:  pay $475,000 to 

the complainants and provide additional work-related benefits; adopt new policies and procedures regarding the 

administration of medical examinations and inquiries; refrain from using the services of the medical examiner who 

conducted the overbroad medical examinations in question; and provide training on the ADA to all current super-

visory employees and all employees who participate in making personnel decisions. 

 

Title I of the ADA prohibits employers, such as Baltimore County, from discriminating against individuals on the 

basis of disability in various aspects of employment.  The ADAôs provisions concerning disability-related inquir-

ies and medical examinations reflect Congressôs intent to protect the rights of applicants and employees to be as-

sessed on merit alone, while protecting the rights of employers to ensure that individuals in the workplace can effi-

ciently perform the essential functions of their jobs.  An employer violates the ADA if it requires its employees to 

undergo medical examinations or submit to disability-related inquiries that are not related to how the employee 

performs his or her job duties, or if it requires its employees to disclose overbroad medical history or medical re-

cords.  Employers are prohibited from retaliating against employees for opposing practices contrary to the ADA.  
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MEETING MINUTES  
July 2012  

 

¶ The July 2012 General Business 

Meeting was held on July 23, 

2012 at FOP Lodge 4.  Presi-

dent Weston called the meeting 

to order at 7:30 p.m.  Chaplain 

Merkle gave the invocation. 

President Weston led the Pledge 

of Allegiance.   
 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS  
 

¶ First Vice President Comegna 

and Brother Anthony DiCara 

were on vacation. Brother Rom-

mel was sick. Secretary 

Folderauer was excused. 

Brother Scally was absent. All 

other elected officers and Board 

members were present. Legal 

advisor Mike Marshall was also 

in attendance. 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
 

¶ A motion was made by Brother 

Grumbach to accept the minutes 

of the June 2012 General Mem-

bership Meeting.  A second was 

made by Brother King.  There 

was no discussion.  The motion 

passed.   
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

 ~ PRESIDENT WESTON ~ 

 

¶ June 26 Attended a fundraiser 

for FOP Lodge #4 member, 

Delegate John Cluster. 

¶  June 27 & 28 Attended a Labor 

Law Arbitration Seminar in 

Baltimore City. 

¶ July 2 Met with Delegate Clus-

ter to address questions con-

cerning vacancies and hiring. 

Met with the president of the 

Blue Gardians concerning hir-

ing, promotions, and discipline 

issues. 

¶ July 9 ï 13 Vacation.  

¶ July 17 Attended a meeting of 

the Health Care Review Com-

mittee. 

¶  July 19 Attended the bi-

monthly meeting with Chief 

Johnson, his bureau chiefs and 

members of the Executive 

Board of Directors for FOP 

Lodge #4.   

¶ July 20 Met with the FOP 

Lodge #4 accountant, and had a 

conference call with our labor 

attorney and actuary concerning 

the 25 million dollar loan from 

the employeesô pension system 

that was approved by the pen-

sion board of trustees. 

¶ July 23 Attended an Executive 

Board of Directors meeting and 

chaired the General Business 

meeting.  
 

~ 1st V. P. COMEGNA ~ 
 

¶ July 10 Worked at the Lodge 

office on the campaign finance 

report. 

¶ July 14 Worked on the June 

PAC deposit. 

¶ July 17 Attended a meeting of 

the Health Care Review Com-

mittee. 

¶ July 19 Attended the bi- 

monthly meeting with Chief 

Johnson. 

  
~2nd V.P. ROSE~ 

 

¶ July 2 Met with Delegate John 

Cluster; met with Orlando Lilly, 

President of the Blue Guardians. 

¶ July 3 Attended the promotional 
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LODGE 4 OFFICE 
 

9304 Harford Road 

Baltimore, Maryland 21234 

Phone (410) 668-0004 

FAX (410) 668-8126 

Toll Free (888) 313-3501 

www.foplodge4.org 
 

 

ELECTED OFFICERS  
 

Cole B. Weston 

President 

(443) 956-2679 
 

      Steven G. Comegna David M. Rose 

      1st Vice President 2nd Vice President 
      PC3 - Traffic  F.O.P Lodge 4 

      (410) 409-0293  (443) 956-2643 
 

      David J. Folderauer, Sr. Robert W. Caskey 

      Lodge Secretary Treasurer 

      PC 4 - IST  CID-Robbery 

      (410) 382-2075  (443) 956-2615 
 

      W. Donald Patterson Anthony DiCara 

      State Trustee  Sergeant at Arms 
      PC12   PC12 
 

      Paul A. Merkle  L. Timothy Caslin 

      Chaplain  Past President 
      Retired  Retired 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD of DIRECTORS  
     
       Kenneth F. Schubert  Mike DiCara  

      Chairman  Vice Chairman 

      Retired  PC 4 

      (410) 416-2800   

 

      Thomas G. Scally Louis J. Lagna  

      CID - Arson  Retired 

      Donna Patterson Patrick Zito 

      PC12   PC 7 - Traffic 

      James P. Rommel, Jr. Ryan Massey  

      K9   CID  - Homicide 

      Joe Caskey  Kathy Kraemer 

      CID - Homicide  PC 6 
       

LODGE STAFF 
 

Juanita BouthnerðAdministrative Assistant 
 

LEGAL ADVISORS  
 

Schlachman, Belsky & Weiner, P.A. 

Phone (410) 685-2022 

             IAS Cases           Michael Marshall 
 

**********************  

The Fourword is the official monthly  

publication of Baltimore County  

Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 4. 
 

 

Fourword Editor  

Kathryn Greenbeck 

Precinct 8 
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3-11 shift and fireworks details. 

¶ July 23 Attended the Executive 

Board of Directors meeting and 

General Membership meeting. 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD  

OF DIRECTORS REPORT 

~ Kenny Schubert~ 
 

¶ An Executive Board of Direc-

tors meeting was held on June 

25, 2012. The meeting was 

called to order at 5:30 p.m. First 

Vice President Comegna and 

Sister Kraemer were on vacation. 

All other elected officers and 

Board members were present.  

Legal counsel Mike Marshall 

was also present. 

¶ Motions that were made, after 

receiving a proper second, were 

discussed, voted upon, and ap-

pear in this issue under the ap-

propriate committee reports. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  
 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE  

~Lou Lagna~ 
 

¶ A bylaw was submitted by 2nd 

Vice President Dave Rose to 

amend Lodge #4ôs Constitution. 

The bylaw pertains to member-

draft meeting. 

¶ July 5 Met with Chief Johnson to 

discuss an IAS issue. 

¶ July 11 Attended the promotions 

ceremony at Kenwood High 

School. 

¶ July 13 Responded to an officer 

involved shooting in Precinct 4. 

¶ July 17 Attended the Health Care 

Review Committee meeting. 

¶ July 19 Attended the Executive 

Board of Directors meeting with 

the Chief. 

¶ July 23 Attended the Executive 

Board of Directors meeting and 

the General Membership meet-

ing. 

~TRESURER CASKEY~ 
 

¶ July 4 Prepared a cookout, spon-

sored by Lodge 4, for the Pre-

cinct 12 officers who worked the 

ship notification of the dates, 

places and times of meetings. 

Discussion will be at the August 

General Membership meeting. 

¶ Three bylaws will be submitted 

to the Maryland State Lodge at 

the State FOP conference. The 

first pertains to the procedure for 

conference voting in Gubernato-

rial election years, the second 

pertains to the State Legislative 

Committee responsibilities, and 

the third is in reference to in-

creasing the per-capita dues paid 

to the State Lodge by subordi-

nate Lodges. 
 

DONATION REVIEW  

~Paul Merkle 

 

¶ One motion was made to donate 

$360.00 toward registration fees 

for the FOP membersô team in 

the RAGNAR Relay to benefit 

the homeless. This motion 

passed unanimously. 
 

HEALTHCARE COMMITTEE  

~Steve Comegna~ 
 

¶ The Health Care Review Com-

mittee met on July 17, 2012. 
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Association of   
Baltimore County  

Retired Police  
Meetings 2012  

 

*****************  
September 4  
November 6  

*****************  
All meetings are held at 
Parkville Heritage Gar-

dens at 7:30 p.m.  

Bereavements  
 

Sarah McMahon  
Neice of Retired Brother 

Glenn Merritt  
 

************  
Eileen C. Schaeffer  

Grandmother of Brother 
Michael Smith and 

Mother -in -Law of Retired 
Brother Wilbur Smith  

 

************  
William Warble, Sr.  

Grandfather of Brother 
Joe Conway and Brother 

Joe Seckens and Father -in
-Law of Retired Brother 

Gene C. Bertoni  

************  
Patricia Warehime  

Mother of Sister Vickie  
Warehime and Brother 

Tom Warehime  



 

 

continue and hopefully complete 

the hearing.  

¶ The Stanley Siedlecki case was 

scheduled for June 15, 2012 in 

Baltimore County Circuit Court.  

The case was postponed. 

¶ The Employee Relations Act 

case was heard on September 9, 

2011 at the Court of Special Ap-

peals.  We are currently waiting 

for a decision. 

¶ The Brandt Bradford case has 

not been scheduled at the Board 

of Appeals. 

¶ The James Laboard case has 

been scheduled in Baltimore 

County Circuit on December 11, 

2012.  
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Certiorari in the Maryland 

Court of Appeals for the Retiree 

Subsidy case.  The Writ of Cer-

tiorari was granted on April 20, 

2012.  Our Brief was filed with 

the Court on June 15, 2012.  

Oral arguments are scheduled 

for September 7, 2012 at 

9:30am. 

¶ The FOPôs fee petition for the 

Blake case was heard on June 4, 

2012 at 4:00pm in Federal Dis-

trict Court in Baltimore.  The 

hearing lasted for about an hour 

and a half.  After presentations 

from both sides, Judge Legg 

advised the hearing would be 

continued and he would advise 

both parties of a future date to 
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Health care negotiations are on-

going.  
     

LEGAL ADVISORY  

COMMITTEE  

~Dave Rose~ 
 

¶ On June 20, 2012 the Absence 

Control Policy case was heard 

in Baltimore County Circuit 

Court by Judge Cox.  After a 

hearing Judge Cox issued a rul-

ing from the bench directing the 

County Executive to follow the 

law. On June 28, 2012 the 

County filed an appeal of Judge 

Coxôs decision to the Court of 

Special Appeals.  

¶ The FOP has filed a Writ of 


